Abstract 


The present invention describes an automatically switched optical mesh network 
that provides the following advantages as compared to the known prior art. First, 
this solution eliminates the need for a centralized address database /directory, and 
second, this approach re-uses BGP, which may be implemented by the optical 
network for uses other than address resolution. The solution is accomplished by 
introducing an Internal Border Gateway Protocol (IGBP) based optical point of 
attachment distribution mechanism. 


